OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM AND TS WALLS
“A WORLD HERITAGE SITE IS IN DANGER”™

New lsraell Settlement in Muslim Quarter




Muslim Quarter Settlement

* The Old City of Jerusalem has
an exceptional cultural importance
due to its high architectural,
religious, historical and spiritual
value.

* UNESCO added the.Old" City
and its Walls to the list of World
Heritage Sites in 19861 and to
the List of World Heritage in
Danger in 19862.

* UNESCO has 1ssued a
statement agamst archeological
excavation by an occupying force
In occupied territory.




Muslim Quarter Settlement

* UNESCO has condemned lsrael
for policies inconsistent  with
UNESCO’s aims.

* [srael continues to _alter the Y
historical and urban features of>fm
the city of Jerusalem.

* |sraell policy in Jerusalem ams
to segregate and paralyze the
urban fabric of Jerusalem by the
continuous establishment of illegal
lsraeli settlements among
Palestinian population centers.




Muslim Quarter Settlement

°* This policy has mostly been
applied outside the walls of the
Old City, but recently the Old
City had been targeted.

* A new lIsraell settlement in the
Mushm Quarter was approved by
the planning authorities on July

25, 2005.




Muslim Quarter Settlement

* The settlement,

by the Israeli Ministry of Housing,
15 planned on 3.759 dunums

(approximately | square acre).

" © 1

* The

implemented on

settlement

as proposed

308659 on part 145,

°*The proposed settlements 15
politically motivated and threatens

the peace process.

- Commercial

- Public buldings
- Open areas

| - Mixed landuse

- To be demolished

- Commercial
- Public buldings
- Open areas
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Muslim Quarter Settlement

* |anduse activities have been

altered such that:

-Percentage  of  the
open space has
dropped by 50%f.
-Commercial land use
have been excluded In
favor of mixed
commercial/residential
land use.

-The commencement of
construction of public
bulldings.

Landuse
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Muslim Quarter Settlement

* Change n land use designation
would lead to the alteration of
the urban context in the region.

omm-
ercial |
brea |

* Will lead to the demokshing of
Palestiman housing units, leaving
the current residents homéless.

E Plan Boundary

Residential

* An  archaeological site 15
threatened.

~ Commercial

- Public bulldings
- Open areas
E Mixed landuse
- To be demolished

To be demolished

To be demolished
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Current uses of the site:

Playground
There are no alternative playgrounds

Home garden



Muslim Quarter Settlement

A city 15 a pattern of relations between human groups, a production
& distribution space, a field of physical force, and a set of linked
decisions (Lynch)

A cty seeks [sUstamnability..through meeting social, spirtual,
educational, econcmieal, cultural, sagnevlturale needs, through the
analysis of different forces acting on the urban tissue of the region.

(Lynch)

The question 15 how can the Old City become a vibrant and
revitalized living city for the needs of its legal residents in the face
of unilateral threats to the Old City’s cultural heritage.



Muslim Quarter Settlement

* A “greenbelt” 10m from the
wall has been imposed by the
ministry of planning.

* Bulldings within 50m of-the wall
are not to be higher than the wall.

* Based on a chronological
review of the urban status of the
Old City from 19185-2002:

The greenbelt as well as the
interior open spaces have been
diminishing due to the constant
increase of population.

p
Old City of Jerusalem 2002
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* In urban design, an open space
15 the space set aside within the
city boundaries for environmental
concerns:  landscape  buffers,
playing fields, parks, community
paths.

* Therefore, the importance of g
preserving an open space in the
Old City 15 essential to prevent
urban deterioration.

* Nevertheless, Israel has
ignored that fact and 1s planning
to bulld a new settlement in one
of the few remaining open spaces & . 5=
in the Old City. Veger v IS 3

Open pace2 02




Muslim Quarter Settlement

*Not only has the greenbelt along
the Old City walls  been
dimnishing, but so have the
Interior open spaces.

Thus, living  conditions = have
deteriorated due Lo the
congestion of housing units, In
addition to the lack of open
spaces for recreational,
environmental and entertainment
use.




Muslim Quarter Settlement

* The  construction of  the
proposed settlement  envisions
21 housing wunits under the
pretext they are needed to
service 3 other illegal |sraell units
n  the wvicnity. There s no
consideration for the “néeds of
the 32,000 Falestimians living 1n
the area.
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* The proposed settlement
violates the urban restrictions
imposed on the urban planning of
the Old City becauvse:

- The maximum offsét! distance
from the Old City walhfrom £he iemoished

- The synagogue 15 higher than

the Old City wall. \ Conerca
T ' demolished
'. Public buldings
- Open areas
E Mixed landuse

- To be demolished




Muslim Quarter Settlement

* The gradual takeover of the
Muslim Quarter will:

- Threaten the cultural and
historical heritage of the-quarter
as a Muslim Quarter.

- Add to the urban decay of the
Old City by overpopulating
already crowded areas while
falling to address the needs of
the current legal residents, and

- Wil adversely affect the peace
process as lsrael prejudices final
status negotiations with respect
to the Old City.




